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For the research: Television and Cinema, as the denominator weapon of mass
manipulation (From the restoring of the independence of the state, until the “Rose Revolution”)
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The case we research is the propaganda, which is the most powerful lever of the
manipulation. It is the most important case for the past years in Georgia. That’s why we took the
case for research. Television and Cinema, as the denominator weapon of mass manipulation
(From the restoring of the independence of the state, until the “Rose Revolution)”. In the most
cases TV and Cinema are not just the lever for direction, they mostly are the creators of
ideology. In the world there is used six main direction of “political communication”. Without
TV and Cinema it is impossible to establish “polit. communication” in the modern world.
Destroying Soviet State and its ideological machine caused the inevitability of changing the
structure of public opinion, thoughts. In those complicated processes, Georgian TV and Cinema
were determinant. By the years there is worked out several methods of sociological influence
over the population. All of them were used in Georgia during the end of XX century and after.

Earlier in 90" (presidency of Z. Gamsakhurdia), opposition used the methods
known as “anonymous authority”, “classifier” and ext. Rulers contrasted the same and finally in
several months, this “propaganda struggle”, which in literature is known as “boomerang effect”,
caused civil war in Thilisi. Considering newest history, we do not have to forgot the
technologies used before “Rose Revolution” (2003). It was well planed propaganda, which
prepared “decisive fight for Georgia” in the minds of the population. In this case rulers were TV
and Cinema as well.

Due the years of TV & Cinema Propaganda, we have got extremely politicized
and jealous society, but if we consider the history of other states, we have to have hope that one
day Georgian “new democracy” will grow up and will use TV & Cinema for creating strong
civil society. Due working over the research, there was published several publications over the
case. TV and Cinema, as a lever for creation the new public opinion; Nazis theory of “Big Lie”,
Soviet “Half Truth” and “Circuitous Way” of the Cold War period; The First Trial of Mental
Revolution in Post-Soviet Georgia; Creating Problem — what society has to think about (On the
base of the “Chapel Hill Stusy”1968y) — those are the numerous issues, which are discussed and
analyzed in the research. The most important case is The First Trial of Mental Revolution in
Post-Soviet Georgia. Here we can give small theses on the issue:

v' The main aim of the first president of Georgia was, to get rid people of the
soviet mentality. For the President ZviadGamsakhurdia wasn’t enough just to declare
independence of the state. The leader of the national-liberation movement was expecting danger
from foreign as well as from internal enemies. Against the “Red Intelligence” (that is the term
how z. Gamsakhurdia named the most part of popular and high authority Georgian celebrities,
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among them were also journalists who were working on state TV broadcaster),the head of
supreme council and after the first president of Georgia, decided to put in motion propaganda
machine — Television.

v' The very first sum of the leader of “Round Table Independent Georgia” was
absolute controle over the propaganda lever. For ZviadGamsakhurdia, was known the mode of
the journalists and all the stuff working on the state TV broadcaster. He estimated their view as
anti-governmental, anti-national; that’s why by the decision of the president, the head of the
state TV-Radio department became his devoted allyTeimurazKvantaliani, who wasn’t known for
the stuff of the broadcaster. This decision of Z. Gamsakhurdia became the reason of the first
crack among the Georgian journalists and it makes deeper the confrontation between journalists
and new government.

v' The preference of the new government of Georgia was the evident fact that
in that period, in Georgia there was just one TV broadcaster, accordingly controlling state TV-
Radio department wasn’t a problem for the President. Z. Gamsakhurdia also had devoted allies
like T.Kvantaliani, but the biggest problem were professionalism, and discord among the
journalists

There was obvious peril and enemy, in some cases maybe risks were exaggerated,
but however, it was real. There were the biggest wish and bright aim to deserve, reach the total
independence of the state. Also there was the reality of 90-s, which gave all resource to the
government, including broadcasting media which officially was under the state (important fact is
that there was not business sector).There was the huge popularity of Z. Gamsakhurdia and the
dream — freedom which came true. By these circumstances, the trial of the mental revolution had
to be succeeded, but in sum Georgia came into civil war.

Also, upper we mentioned the Nazis theory of “Big Lie”. This line of the
propaganda was also very actual for the research, because, we underlined numerous parallels. As
it was mentioned the Soviet propaganda was very close with Nazis. Also we have to
acknowledge, that the newly born Georgian rulers were legate of the soviet period especially
when we are talking about E. Shevardandze, the president of Georgia, who was the minister of
foreign affairs of the Soviet Union. However, to fill the all picture, we need to review the past.

The most pure examples of the influence on the people are the movies of the
German film director Leni Riefenstahl. Her “Triumph of the Will” and “Olympia” caused great
“emotional resonance” among masses.

If in Nazi Germany cinematograph was used for “staging” political messages and
underline the power of the State, Soviet empire choose to go the way of the “Half Truth”.
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During the Second World War, for breaking through Nazis rectilinear
propaganda, “west” decided to act by “Circuitous Way”. Firstly method was used by
broadcasting company “BBC”. After the Second World War, methods of “Circuitous Way”
refined, got more perfect. The analytical group of the Central Intelligence Agency, (CIA) of the
USA, created the document with the name: “Psychological War against USSR”. In this
document there are several themes which are recommended to use during the “Cold War” by the
help of the cinematography and TV production (meaning educational TV films).

1930-1960 is the period, when Cinema and TV production became the main
weapon for social and political manipulations. The main methods of the propaganda were also
developed during this period. If in 1930 was worked out just the theory of the methods of
propaganda, by the help of cinematography at the end of the decade, theory turned into practice.
Later it was developed by broadcasting media as well. Methods of Propaganda worked out in
this period (1930-1960) still are one of the most effective levers.

While researching the methods of the propaganda we also have to look an eye on
the one of the most important studies - “Chapel Hill Stusy”1968y. This research is very
important because we can clearly understand how one can “create problem” for the society to
think about. How one can manipulate over our opinion.

Creating the problem — what society has to think and discuss about, depends on
the news programming — news setting. In spite of the general dispose of the public on some
issue, on account of news agenda setting, when some subject gets top news, as usual, the issue
becomes the most important question for the discussing.

About the influence of media programming and news setting over the public, the

first research was provided in the 20" of the 20™ century, by an American public intellectual,

writer, reporter, and political commentator (famous for being among the first to introduce the

concept of “Cold War”), - Walter Lippmann. In the research — “Public Opinion” (published in
1922) W. Lippmann proves, that mass media is the one who define what society has to think
aboult.

The priorities of the public are fully identical to the priorities set by mass-media
especially to the news agenda setting. Transferring and define important topics from news media
to the public became the reason of numerous future researches. The well-grounded, one of the
deepest scientific researches on the *“agenda-setting function of mass media”, during 25 years
was provided by the researchers M. McCombs, & D. Shaw.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_intellectual
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Writer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journalist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_commentator
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War

47

According on analyzing international media campaigns, as well es on the
processes courses in Georgia, we can’t consider the subject (mass media agenda-setting
influence on the public), just by one formula. We think that the degree of the influence of mass
media agenda setting, (and on the contrary) depends on several important factors: 1 - What kind
of State board is in the country; 2 — what type of society we are discussing about is it closed or
open society; 3 — If there is martial law in the country; 4 — How politicize is society; 5 — What
kind of social environment is in the country; 6 — What is the degree of the influence of the
religion among the public.

If we will compare principal movie episodes screening with TV news setting we
will find out the similarity of news headlines and movie episodes. Researches show the identity
of news headlines and movie episodes.

As the empirical (laboratory method, experiment), so theoretical analyses proves
that the news service of the broadcasting media uses the same formula of “agenda-setting” as the
film director. While working on the main episodes of the movie, film director as well as the
journalist or the producer of the broadcasting news service are the one who define agenda - what
society has to think about

As the resume, we can say, that, Television as the social-cultural institution was
created on the basis of all other before existed civil, social-cultural institutions. TV was able to
create huge scale for the influence upon the masses. On this case, (as well as on other cases
picture editing, sound ext.), Television is too similar with cinematography; Because TV as well

as Cinematograph we can consider as not just the ruler, but the creator of the ideology.
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